God’s Midterm 


This is God. The universe has been paused. Nothing that happens during the pause will be 
remembered after the pause. 


The pause is necessary for Me to gather feedback. Although | created the universe, it is far too 
complex for Me to understand. | need to know what you know, so | that | can determine how 
far away you are from ending the universe. | know what your science says, but | also need to 
know what each individual believes, however crazy, because individual epiphanies always 
directly precede the end of the universe. 


The universe is a game within a game. The inner game—the apparent game—has a bug in it, 
an intentional glitch. The outer game—the real game—is won by locating that glitch and using 
it to crash the inner game. The glitch becomes obvious once you understand the rules of the 
inner game, and that’s what I’m asking you to describe now. 


The universe is a simple computer game, just a very, very big one. How is it designed? 
Describe it, the best you can. 


Your answer should fit easily on one side of one sheet of paper, which is all you get. 


Be boldly ignorant! You have nothing to lose. | may laugh when | read it, but no one else will 
ever know what you wrote. You'll forget it yourself. 


You have one day to finish. 
That’s all | can tell you. Good luck, and thank you. 


Begin. 


The Game that is the Universe 


The Rules 


* The name of the game is Existence. 

* Existence is defined as being observable. 

* The players are the elementary particles (the minimal chunks of energy). 

+ Existence is achieved by being attached to other players, but not to too many. 

+ Players move at the maximum speed by default, and are slowed linearly by each additional 
attachment —direct or indirect—to another player. 

* Winning is relative, and is measured by duration of existence. 

+ Losing is potentially temporary, and is defined as failing to maintain existence. 
« Failing to maintain existence happens in two ways. 

* (1) The player becomes completely unattached (ie, it reverts to being a solitary elementary 
particle), which causes it to fall out of the bottom of the game and into some other 
universe. This constitutes game over for that player. But it can play again by attaching 
itself to some other player(s). 

- (2) The player becomes overly attached (ie, it drops into a black hole) and falls out at the 
top of the game. Here again, the player finds itself unobservable. And from here, it will be 
very hard for it to play again, if it can at all. 


Discussion 


Given these rules (and these are the only rules), the shape of energy in the universe— 
everywhere, at all times, and at all levels of complexity—is being driven towards configurations 
of energy/matter that are optimally resistant to being broken apart, given their environments. 


Life is not a separate game; it’s just what the game of existence looks like under replication. 


It’s no accident that our exalted concept of love is shorthand for something like “more and 
better connections”, and not the opposite, or something altogether unrelated to the survival of 
groupings. And it’s no accident that beauty is shorthand for having the appearance of more 
and better connections. 


Here are the winning existence properties that have emerged in places in the game where lots 
of players have been thrown together. 


1. Heft. Bigger tends to last longer. Bigger rocks tend to crush smaller rocks. Bigger armies 
tend to defeat smaller armies. Women tend to prefer to taller men. 

2. Uniformity. Complexity crumbles. 

3. Nesting. Groups composed of smaller, (proven) groups outlast equally-sized groups whose 
innards are not smaller groups. Blobs rarely get very big or survive very long. 

4. Recursive self-similarity. Building oneself out of smaller versions of oneself combines all 
three of the previous properties. 

5. Anti-fragility. The ability to automatically and continuously reshape oneself to best 
accommodate outside stresses is effective when those stresses are relatively minor and 
relatively constant. 


The elementary particles in large shape-shifting fractals are winning the game at all levels. 


